3IO                 THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

Iii the year 1026, or thereabouts, it fell to the lot of the
monk Simeon to make this journey, and he took with him
the three finger-bones of St. Catherine, which, after many
adventures by land and sea, he presented to Duke Robert of
Normandy, the father of William the Conqueror. As Simeon
arrived at Rouen just after Robert's accession, the future
conqueror of England was at that time probably an infant
of twelve months.

The relics of St. Catherine were deposited in the Abbey of
the Trinity, which was being built near Rouen, and, as the
Abbot Isambert himself testified, they had the power to cure
pain. Their fame grew until the abbey near Rouen, like the
Church of the Tiansfiguration in Sinai, lost its more sacred
associations in the minds of ordinary people and became
known as the Abbey of St. Catherine. In an amazing way
the cult of this saint swept through Europe. Returning
crusaders brought it back with them from the East; Latin
versions of her life began to appear; a new flood of pilgrimage
was directed towards Sinai, where the monks were obliged
to bring down the relics from the top of Mount Sinai and
inter them in a chest in the church, where they remain to
this day.

The Normans carried her fame to London, where Queen
Matilda founded the hospital and church of St. Catherine-
by-thc-Tower in 1148. The church was pulled down years
ago, but was erected again in Regent's Park. About
sixty-two ancient churches in England are dedicated to this
saint; but, not content with ecclesiastical dedication, St.
Catherine has gone forth into England imprinting her name
on hill and headland. There are hills called after her near
Winchester, Christchurch, and Guildford; there is St,
Catherine's Point in the Isle of Wight, and St. Catherine's
Down in the same island; there is St. Catherine's Harbour
in Jersey, and the old village of St. Catherine, in Somerset,
a few miles north of Bath. And every woman in the world
who bears the beautiful name of Catherine owes something
to this remote monastery of Mount Sinai, which sent the
name of St. Catherine of Alexandria spinning like a fire-
wheel over the Christian world.